





cleaning of Brec¢evska jama in Tinjan

Summary

Karst phenomena or Karst landscape characterizes the largest part
of the Istrian Region, Croatia, and the neighboring Slovenia and Italy.
Almost 70 per cent of surface of the Istrian peninsula lies on this li-
mestone base which, despite its seemingly firm and lasting appearan-
ce, changes over a long time span under the influence of water that
chemically reacts with limestone, thus forming numerous holes and
crevices in such rocks through which water freely runs. Another con-
sequence of such processes is also numerous speleological objects-
caves, caverns, pits and abysses that incessantly change, widen, and
deepen under the influence of water. There are about 2.000 such
objects in the territory of the Istrian Region, a very high number re-
garding the fact that there are about 155.000 such objects registered
in the world. Speleological objects, particularly on Karst, are habitats
of numerous endemic, rare, endangered, and protected animal species
(Proteus sp., Istriana mirnae, Chiroptera sp. div., etc.)

Unfortunately, despite prohibition, quite a few speleological objects
are used as waste disposal areas. To prevent such practices, they
have to be actively protected and defined, with a controlled use in
compliance with all measures of protection.

The project duration is from 09t October 2007 to 09 October
2008.

Objectives

e improvement of state of environment and environmental conditi-
ons through active approach to protection of natural assets in Istrian
Region;

e strengthening capacities, collaboration, and coordinated action of all
institutions in the domain of environmental protection in the Istrian
region;

e protection of underground waters and sources of potable water
from pollution;

e raising awareness of local population.

This project is funded by the EUROPEAN UNION

“The European Union is made up of 25 Member States who have de-
cided to gradually link together their know-how, resources and desti-
nies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have
built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst
maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The
European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its val-
ues with countries and peoples beyond its borders®.

The European Commission is the EUs™ executive body.
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Brest pod U¢kom - lime-stone formation

Specific objectives

e MAKING THE CADASTRE OF ALL SPELEOLOGICAL OBJECTS IN
ISTRIA. Implementation of GIS system with database of exact locati-
ons, toponymy, dimensions and information on biological diversity and
other natural assets of underground Karst systems;

e IMPROVEMENT OF NINE OBJECTS MOST ENDANGERED BY WASTE.
Cleaning the waste will enable free access and a possibility to enjoy
their natural beauty. According to the project, planned improvement in-
cludes the following speleological objects: Pazinska jama in Pazin, Jama
Polje in Katun Lindarski in the municipality of Zminj, Bre¢euska jama in
Tinjan, cave Jamorina in Pazin, Ponor near Stancija Vergotini near Tar,
Jama near Stifanici in the vicinity of Baderna, Jama near Radosi in Vi-
njan, cave Golubinka near Klostar and Jama Dvori near the village of
Dvori in the vicinity of Porec.

e PREPARING EVALUATION STUDY FOR NINE OBJECTS OF EXCEP-
TIONAL NATURAL VALUE. All speleological objects are protected by the
Protection of Nature Act and property of the Republic of Croatia put
under its special protection as objects of exceptional natural value. In
the course of the project, nine exceptionally valuable objects will be
chosen as subject of their respective evaluation studies.

e RAISING LEVEL OF AWARENESS OF LOCAL POPULATION. Realiza-
tion of this objective will contribute to a positive change of behavior,
With their behavior, by throwing waste in speleological objects for ye-
ars, people have endangered their environment and sources of pota-
ble water. The project comprises four workshops for local population, a
professional workshop for speleologists, and seven 45-minute lectures
as part of the project “Eko teens” carried out in Istrian high schools by
the association “Put” in collaboration with the Istrian Region. The pur-
pose of workshaops is familiarizing the population with direct dangers
of pollution of underground waters by throwing waste in speleological
objects, learning about the Karst phenomenon, its exceptional natural
value and its susceptibility to pollution. The project also comprises the
making of a website and a 20-minute film about the project.

cave Seline, Rocko polje

Target groups

The target groups are local population and local communities, tourists
and trippers, governmental and non-governmental professional, envi-
ronmental and educational institutions on both sides of the border.

Project activities

e holding workshops for the local population and communities, a wor-
kshop for training of speleologists, two public presentations of the pro-
ject with a press conference, publishing promotion materials (a leaflet,
a web, DVD video material;

e creation of cadastre - collecting and analyzing the data on speleologi-
cal sites, their location, use and former research;

e conservation of biodiversity and natural values and improvement of
some chosen speleological sites will be made;

e evaluate of the possibilities for biodynamic agriculture in the field of
medicinal herbs.

Expected results

Formation of the project group and project council that will conduct and
monitor the project; realization of workshops and public presentations;
creation of the promotion materials, web page and a 20 minute docu-
mentary; creation of a cadastre of the important speleological sites;
cleaned 9 speleological sites contaminated with waste; creation of the
valorization studies of 9 speleological sites in Istrian Region.
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